St. Mary School

1158 Bont Lane ¢ Walnut Creek, CA 94596 ¢ Tel. (925) 935-5054 ¢ Fax (925) 935-5063
www.st-mary.net

January 5t, 2011
Dear Saint Mary School Families,

Happy New Year! It is wonderful to be back on campus and to see all the students
with such big smiles on their faces as they greet their friends and enjoy their
teachers in this New Year of 2011.

This week is a special week as we prepare for the Feast of the Epiphany. January 6t
is the Feast of the Epiphany; we will celebrate on January 7t with an all-school Mass.
In the past, Epiphany was the traditional end of the Christmas season in the Western
Church and the day when people put away their Christmas decorations. In the
Western Church, December 25th was established as the date of Christ's birth and
January 6th as the date on which the Wise Men visited him. Join us this Friday,
January 7%, at 8:30 a.m., for our all-school Mass to celebrate the Feast of the
Epiphany.

[ am preparing for the birth of my second child, who is due January 20. In my
absence, Jodie Russi, Jennifer Cushing and Janis Palafia will be the leadership team
in charge. Jodie Russi will be in the office Mondays and Tuesdays as well as teaching
on Thursdays and Fridays. Jennifer Cushing and Janis Palafia will be on campus
Monday through Friday. Please feel free to contact them in my absence. My hope is
to return in mid March. I will miss being on campus every day, but I will be in touch
with the school on a regular basis. Thank you to all for the wonderful blessings and
good wishes for a happy, healthy and safe delivery. We are looking forward to our
wonderful new arrival.

Just a reminder about diocesan protocol for handling issues and concerns you may
have regarding your child: For all classroom and student concerns, parents must
contact their child's teacher first. If the situation or issue cannot be resolved after
meeting with the teacher and your child, then the next step would be to contact the
administration. If the situation or issue is still present and cannot be resolved with
the administration and the teacher, the next step is to contact the school pastor. If
the situation or issue still persists, then you can call down to the Diocese of Oakland
and speak with the Superintendent. Our hope is that we can work together and take
care of any situation or issue within the first meeting. By working together we can
take action and help positively resolve any problem that may occur. Thank you for
working together with us and following diocesan protocol for handling these types
of situations.

Together let us start the New Year off by recognizing and sharing all the wonderful
blessings from our Lord,

S e Edwards
Principal

Fully accredited by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges and the Western Catholic Educational Association



St. Mary School

1158 Bont Lane ¢ Walnut Creek, CA 94596 = Tel. (925) 935-5054 « Fax (925) 935-5063
www.st-mary.net

January 5t, 2011

Dear Saint Mary School Families,

Below is some important information regarding registration fees and paperwork
due for the 2011-2012 school year. The changes are related to timing and dates,
not to any increases or changes in amounts.

In order to clarify and improve our budgeting and enrollment processes we are
moving the dates for registration and payment of fees to earlier in the year. These
changes follow changes made at diocesan schools much like last year’s changes to
tuition payment method which went smoothly. Registration fees and paperwork
will be due by April 21, 2011. This modest change is supported by the school’s
finance committee and will improve both visibility on incoming students and also
collections.

Timely submission of both registration fees and paperwork secures your child’s
spot for the 2011-2012 school year. Partial packets will not be accepted and will be
returned to you for completion. On April 22, open spaces will be made available to
new students.

The registration fee will remain at $400 per student. Registration fees cover many
items which will be detailed for you on the paperwork that will be sent home March
23rd,

Tuition payments will continue to run from August through May.
Please mark your calendar to make sure you have your payment and paperwork

turned in on time. If you have any questions or concerns, you can contact me at
sedwards@csdo.org

Sincerely,
~~  Brian Locher Suzafine Edwards
Finance Chair Principal

Fully accredited by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges and the Western Catholic Educational Association



St. Mary School

1158 Bont Lane » Walnut Creek, CA 94596 « Tel. (925) 935-5054 » Fax (925) 935-5063
www.st-mary.net

January 5%, 2011

Dear Saint Mary School Families,

This month brings us the long-awaited Emergency Preparedness Drill.
Friday, January 14th, is the day when we, as a school community, practice for the
inevitability of an emergency evacuation. The purpose of the drill is to prepare
faculty, staff, parents, and students for an emergency evacuation. In the event of a
small non-destructive emergency, this drill will work extremely well. In the case of a
large, very damaging incident, we will have this plan in place so that we are better
prepared to adjust and modify the safety of our school comrunity to the needs of
the moment. Being prepared and proactive is the main objective of our Emergency
Preparedness Plan. We pray for non-emergency school days.

PLEASE make sure you set up who will be picking up your child(ren). If
students are carpooling, all children in the carpool will go home according to the last
name of the student whose parent is driving. Your designated time is listed on the
attached instructions. Please follow this order to help keep traffic flowing smoothly.
Also, please note, your child(ren) will only be released to the person whom you
designated on your family emergency form that was senthome at the beginning of
the school year. This was a yellow form labeled “DISASTER DRILL FORM” that asked
you to list 4 alternate people who can pick up your child{ren) in a case of an
emergency. Please make sure you communicate with your child(ren) the morning of
the drill who will be picking them up during the drill. Lastly, please note there is NO
KIDS CLUB that day. It is required by the Diocese of Oakland that all families
participate in this drill. We will need all families, or a designated representative, to
participate in our school-wide Emergency Preparedness Drill. Thank you so much
for your cooperation and attentiveness in following the directions for this drill. We
are grateful for all you do, and we continue to strive to make sure your child(ren)
are safe here at Saint Mary School.

We will proceed with the drill rain or shine. Also, your child may wear jeans with his
or her uniform top and sweatshirt on the day of the drill.

Together we work hard to ensure safety for all our children,

AN @()JOL/\(’Q/J)

Su e Edwards
Principal

Fully accredited by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges and the Western Catholic Educational Association
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Saint Mary of the Immaculate Conception School
Emergency Preparedness Plan A
Updated 11/7/2010
Evacuation Drill Objective/Mission

The purpose of the drill is to prepare faculty, staff, parents, and students for the inevitability of
an emergency evacuation. In the event of a small non-destructive emergency, this drill will work
extremely well. In the case of a large, very damaging incident, we will have this plan in place so
that we are better prepared to adjust and modify the safety of owr school community to the needs
of the moment. Being prepared and proactive is the main objective of our Emergency
Preparedness Plan. We pray for non-emergency school days.

On the day of the school evacuation drill, JANUARY 14, 2011

all students may wear jean pants for the bottom portion of their uniform, accompanied
with their regular uniform school shirt and school sweatshirt. This is for the comfort and
safety of all students during the drill.

Review the St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception School Emergency Preparedness Plan
(available online).

During this drill, follow the diagram of the pick-up protocol attached to the back page of this
packet. Enter at Bont Lane only.

Follow the cones to the available pick up lane coordinated by the Transportation Team Teachers
from grades 1,2,7, and P.E. The pick-up point is in front of the school office with pick-up times
as follows:

Last name beginning with S-Z arrive at 12:45 P.IV.
Last name beginning with M-R arrive at 1:15 P.M.
Last name beginning with F-L arrive at 1:45 P.M.
Last name beginning with A-E arrive at 2:15 P.M.

Pick up will be slow so we greatly appreciate your patience. We will move as efficiently as
possible. DRIVER PHOTO IDENTIFICATION IS REQUIRED FOR ALL STUDENT
PICK UP.

Please pick up you child/carpool at your designated time. Arriviag before or after your assigned
time will be difficult for the faculty and for other parents. In the event of a true emergency,
parents will arrive randomly and will not need to arrive at their assigned times.

PHOTO ITENDIFICATION WILL ALWAYS BE REQUIRED BY ANYONE PICKING
UP A STUDENT. This applies to our drill, as well as in the case of a true emergency.

\,}f(/



All cars must follow the diagram attached to the back of this packet. Entrance will only be
permitted using Bont Lane and exiting will only be allowed using Alpine.

Student Council students will get students or families and bring them to the “Check Out” station
to be dismissed to their parent or carpool’s care. Student Council runners will form a line to the
right of the “Pick Up” station. Transportation Team Teachers, grades 1,2,7, and P.E., will be
coordinating the pick-up lanes. Parents are to remain in their car, and traffic control teachers will
communicate with the “Pick Up” station. Be sure to have your photo ID ready in order to pick up
your child, carpool, or family. PHOTO IDENTIFICATION WILL Ai.WAYS BE
REQUIRED.

Once students have been checked ot at the “Check Out” station, students will be escorted to
their car by the Transportation Team. Please remain in your car at all times.

Exit the school site by passing the school on the right and exiting on Alpine.

All students not picked up by 2:45 will be escorted to Kids’ Club immediately following the
conclusion of the drill.

Faculty will debrief for 20 minutes following the conclusion of the emergency drill.

Plan A is in effect during good weather.

Pian B:
*In the event of poor weather, such as rain, enclosed areas will be used for the protection of students.
The “Pick Up” and “Check Oul” stations and procedures will remain the same, as well as photo
identification requirements.

NV
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DISASTER DRILL INFORMATION

Please read the important information below regarding our pick-up schedule for the upcoming
Disaster Drill of Friday, January 14™. You have also received a hard copy of this schedule in
today’s Wednesday envelope for you to post as a reminder. Note that there will be no After-
School Kids Club on January 14",

HoT LUNCH ORDER FORM FOR JANUARY AND FEBRUARY
Please complete the attached Hot Lunch Order Form for our four (4) school-sponsored hot
lunches to be held in January and February. Forms are due in the school office NO LATER

THAN Friday, January 7". No late order can be accepted, and no hot lunches will be available
for students on the day of the event if they have not turned in an order form by the deadline.
Please mark your home calendars or make a copy of your order form for future reference.

CLASS PHOTOS FOR YEARBOOK

ATTENTION ALL GRADE LEVELS!!: Our yearbook staff needs candid photos of school-sponsored
class events. If you would like your child’s class to be properly represented in the 2010-11 Yearbook,
please drop off any photos and/or CD’s to the school office, labeled “Yearbook”. For questions, please
contact Michele Eichers.

RECORD OF YOUR VOLUNTEER HOURS

Please look in your Wednesday Envelope for an update of your Volunteer Hours. For questions, feel free
to stop by the office to make additions/corrections or contact Janine Grupalo.

FREE THROW CONTEST

Join the Knights of Columbus as they host a “Free-Throw Contest” for children ages 10-14. The
contest will be held in the Parish Hall on January 13", at 3:00 pm. All children MUST bring a
copy of their Birth Certificate.

ST. MARY ScHooL 2010-11 ANNUAL FunND CAMPAIGN

Our Model Classroom Initiative is under way. Your generous contributions to this campaign are much-
needed and greatly appreciated. We currently have $51,590 in pledges with a goal of $75,000. See
enclosed flyer with more details on how you, too, can make a pledge.




HOT LUNCH FUNDRAISERS

January through February, 2011
*Orders due by Friday, January 7t
(note late orders not accepted due to difficulty of processing by parent volunteers)

January 13th - sponsored by 1st GRADE
Mecca burrito’s, includes drink, cookie and fruit
$5 for one burrito; $6 for two burrito’s

NAME GRADE 1 Burrito 2 Burritos Total $
NAME GRADE 1 Burrito 2 Burritos Total $
NAME GRADE 1 Burrito 2 Burritos Total $
NAME GRADE 1 Burrito 2 Burritos Total $

SUB-TOTAL $

January 27th - sponsored by 6TH GRADE
Pizza Guys Pizza, includes drink, cookie and fruit
$5 for one slice, $6 for two slices

NAME GRADE #Pepperoni #Cheese Total $
NAME GRADE #Pepperoni #Cheese Total $
NAME GRADE #Pepperoni #Cheese Total $
NAME GRADE #Pepperoni #Cheese Total $

SUB-TOTAL $

February 10th - sponsored by 4TH GRADE
Pizza Guys Pizza, includes drink, cookie and fruit
$5 for one slice, $6 for two slices

NAME GRADE #Pepperoni #Cheese Total $
NAME GRADE #Pepperoni #Cheese Total $
NAME GRADE #Pepperoni #Cheese Total $
NAME GRADE #Pepperoni #Cheese Total $

SUB-TOTAL $

February 24th - sponsored by 7TH GRADE
Taco Bar! includes drink, cookie and fruit
$4 for two taco’s, $6 for 4 taco’s

NAME GRADE 2 tacos 4 tacos Total $
NAME GRADE 2 tacos 4 tacos Total $
NAME GRADE 2 tacos 4 tacos Total $
NAME GRADE 2 tacos 4 tacos Total $

SUB-TOTAL $
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED (All Fundraisers) $
CASH CHECK #
*Make checks payable to St. Mary School
Please make a copy for your records!!
Please double check your totals!!




PRE-KINDERGARTEN
AND
KINDERGARTEN SURVEY

If your child will be applying to St. Mary School for Pre-Kindergarten or
Kindergarten in the 2011-12 school year, please return this form to the office by

January 13, 2011.

Your child MUST be 4 years of age by September 1,2011, for our Pre-K program. Your
child MUST be 5 years of age by September 1, 2011, for our Kindergarten program.
Mark your calendar to attend our Open House and pick up your application forms for
Pre-K and/or Kindergarten on Sunday, January 30, from 10:30-12:00. Completed
applications for Pre-K are due on Monday, January 31%, from 7:45-8:00 am. The
applications for Kindergarten must be returned NO LATER THAN February 4th. You
will need to include a small photo of your child along with copies of their birth and
baptismal certificates. Application Fee is $40.

Once your application is received, you will select a testing date and time for your child.
Testing will be conducted the week of February 7.

Acceptance letters will be mailed by March 1*.

Family Name

Child's Name Date of Birth
Yes, I plan on enrolling my child for Pre-K

Yes, I plan on enrolling my child for Kindergarten



SKILLS OF SUCCESS

DECEMBER AWARDS

GRADE
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Respect

Gabriel Hartvigsen
Benjamin Williamson
Sophia Margiotta
Joey Risse

Bobby Seabury
Ramon Rodriguez
Grace Gallagher
Jackson Sperbeck

Tito Gomez

Initiative
Kentaro Seib
Dominic Legaspi
Teresa Locher
Grace Shughrou
Spencer Crouch
Luke Boyce
Ryan Bartels
Johann Cristwell

Erin Regan

Responsibility
David Flurscheim
Meighan Farrell
Nicholas Ramirez
Hannah Lee

Mary Locher

Will Mulligan
Frank Marcon
Angela Abarquez

Michaela Eichers

Cooperation
Bessy Devine

Alex Gonsalves
Mia Seabury
Emmet Whitehead
Catherine Vaccaro
Dom Grupalo

Dani Sanchez
Bryan DeMercurio

Matthew Janettas

Perseverance
Reaven Grana
Bella Arietta

Jack Millette

Tea Cavalli

Mary Grace Olinger
Uriel Escobar
Gillian Cabral
Matteo Renner
Nick Mendala



A NEW YEAR
BRINGS US A NEW
AUCTION CHAIR

Jo Bridges

Thank you, Jo Bridges, for stepping up to chair the 2011-
2012 School Auction!

If you are interested in helping out or being a
part of next year’s school auction, join us next
Wednesday, January 12t, at 8:15 in the parish
conference room where you can meet Jo and
learn more about how you can help out in the
2011-2012 school auction.
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Helping our children grow in their Catholic faith. January 2011
St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception School

@ Thoughtful Tips from the Holy Family

({ MO men tS The Bible doesn't tell us much about her, he made something wonderful
how Mary and Joseph raised Jesus and happen.
Let God steer. When the angel told
Mary of the plan God had
<O for her life, she allowed
God the use of her
entire being to

prepared him for his
Mealtime Prayer unique vocation but

To thank God for providing for our we can get an idea by
families, Catholic what we know of the

families pray adult Jesus. Learn

before we eat. from the Holy Family accomplish his goals.
Many of us use how to raise a holy Teach children,
family, too. through prayer and

the Grace
Before Meals
prayer (“Bless us, oh Lord, and these

sacrifice, to let God
control the
direction their

Nurture virtue.
During his public
ministry, Jesus

thy gifts ...”). For a change, try 2 i )

singing the prayer instead of praying dgmonsuatec} the \ \ lives will take.

it. Or, alternate with a prayer virtues of patience, N (k ' Strengthen‘

chain and give each person a chance persistence, ha.rd work, . your own'falth

to tell God what he or she is honesty, devotion, and .~‘~ . and practice.

thankful for. compassion. Helping \ \ (4 When Jesus was young,
children to develop these the way Joseph lived, how he

Sunday Rest virtues will prepare them for their practiced his faith, and how he
For many busy families, Sunday own unique vocations. answered the boy’s questions probably
has become, not a day of rest, buta Give a gentle push when needed. At helped to form Jesus’ early
day of catch-up. Mowing the lawn, the wedding feast in Cana, Jesus was understanding of God. Be sure your
doing laundry, finishing up reluctant to perform that first public knowledge and practice of your faith is
miracle but his mother knew he was strong so you can properly influence

homework takes priority over

honoring the Sabbath. Instead, try
making Sunday about your family
and God. Start with Mass and then

have some family fun. Why Do
Baptism of Jesus Catholics

The Baptism of Our Lord, S Do Thal’ .
January 9th this AN J
year, is the official
end of the
Christmas

season. This is
another reminder
that Jesus loved us
so much, he chose
to share our human
experience.

L
© Copyright 2011 Success Publishing & Media, LLC 18867

ready and capable. At a gentle push from that of your children.

Who is Satan?

Jesus said, “He was a

murderer from the

beginning and does not

stand in truth, because
there is no truth in him.
When he tells a lie, he speaks

in character, because he is a
liar and the father of lies”
(John 8:44).

Satan was originally a
beautiful angel in
Heaven but led a
rebellion against God
and was cast out with
his henchmen. Also
known as “The Devil,” Satan
wants us to turn from God and
J continually tempts us to sin.
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January 2011 Page 2

What's so great about Confession?

Confessing sins to a priest is part of the Sacrament of
Reconciliation. This Sacrament was created by Jesus

188V )

appointment for a face-to-face Confession or seek
Confessions by different local priests to find one with

v

(John 20:23) to give us the gifts we need to stay

whom you are comfortable.

strong in virtue and join him in Heaven.

Unity: Going to Confession as a family shows

\
Grace: Grace is the free gift God gives us to .\

e
[

children that we all make mistakes but God is

AR
} T

help us live lives that please him. We receive —

always ready to forgive us and welcome us back.

) o W D Y
11

sacramental grace during the Sacrament of
Reconciliation.

Forgiveness becomes a family value.
Renewal: The Sacrament of Reconciliation helps

I |

Guidance: Many priests offer faith-based
advice on how to amend our lives during Al
Confession. If you find that helpful, make an

us to learn from our mistakes and try again. “For
you were once darkness, but now you are light in the
Lord. Live as children of light” (Ephesians 5:8).

r

Scripfure

When God created us, he put into
our hearts the desire to be happy
(Catechism of the Catholic
Church, 1718). In the
Sermon on the Mount,
Jesus points out the
path for happiness,

and gives us a "-
compass we can use g,

to navigate our way.

Qur path to

happiness lies in -

surrendering to God's will and
putting all our trust in him.

Jesus said, "Blessed are the poor in
spirit, blessed are they who mourn," he
promised that when we turn to God
in times of trial, we will be comforted

Matthew 5:1-12,
paths to happiness

~N

and cared for. When he referred to
"the meek, the merciful, those who

hunger and thirst for righteousness, "

he was giving us a
compass. We are to

% measure our behavior
0 % against these

standards to see if we
are on the right path

to happiness.

What can a parent
do? Read the Sermon on
the Mount with your children and
teach them to compare their behavior
against its standards. Help them to
see that Jesus gave us these
guidelines to help us be happy on
Earth and eventually get to Heaven.

Feasts &92\752(}

Celebrations

In January we celebrate the Holy
Name of Jesus. “...at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend, of those in heaven
and on earth and under the earth”
(Philippians 2:10). In fact, the English
letters IHS - representing the first three
Greek letters in Jesus’ name - used to
be written over the doors of Christian
homes.

January 21 - St. Agnes (258). At a
young age, St. Agnes pledged chastity
for Jesus. Reportedly she was turned in
for being a Christian by a suitor whom
she refused to marry. She maintained
her chastity and her faith and was

executed as a result. @

January 31 - St. John Bosco (1888).
St. John Bosco combined catechetical
training and fatherly guidance to teach
young men and women how to unite
their spiritual life with their work and
play. He opened the Oratory of St.
Francis de Sales and
provided workshops
for boys in
shoemaking
and tailoring,
In 1859, he
founded the
Salesians
who were
committed to
education and

mission work.

Parent

TAMLIK

Money was tight when my husband
lost his job. He finally landed another
one but it pays a lot less than the old
one. After much
prayerful
discussion, we

decided to sell

our current
home and
move Lo one
that's smaller
and more
affordable.
None of us wanted
to leave. The new one was in a nice
neighborhood and had plenty of room
but it didn’t feel like home. After
settling in, I invited our pastor to come
over and bless the house. The kids were
enthralled by the blessing ceremony Fr.
Joe performed. He made a big deal
about blessing every surface and, in
particular, the rooms where we would
spend the most time.

As [ was tucking her in that night, our
oldest daughter said, “That’s why this
place didn't feel like home, Mom. Jesus
hadn’t moved in yet. Now it's all cozy.”
You know, I completely agree.

{4

. .

Our Mission

To help parents raise faithful Catholic children
Success Publishing & Media, LLC

Publishers of Growing in Faith™ and Partners in Faith™
(540)662-7844 (540)662-7847 fax
http://www.growinginfaith.com
{Unless noted Bible quotes and references are from
the Revised Standard Version and the New American Bible.)

© Copyright 2011 Success Publishing & Media, LLC




* Sign Up Meetmg is Wednesday, Jan. l9th 6:30PM g
Anyone interested in joining the St. Mary’s CYO Track and Field Team
please plan on attending a team sign up session, in the conference room
next to the gym at St. Mary’s School (1158 Bont Lane).
Contact David Burnash (Burnash@Astound.Net or 925-935-7532) or
try our team website: hitp//www.eteamz.com/CYO_ST_MARYS_TRACK/
Our 207 CYO Track Season Runs from Feb. Ist - mid Moy
We offer one schedule for 2nd - 8th grade boys and giris !
Events: 50m (Gr 2-5), 100m, 200m, 400m, 800m, 1600m
Long Jump, Softball Throw, High Jump (Gr 5-8), Shot Put (Gr 5-8),
4 x 100 Relay, 4x400 Relay, Sprint Medley Relay

" ' \ar 3 l’. )(’Q ‘-“1( ﬁ 3 N'.’-"" ,v’v:’;- ,.‘ t\-w .
,V‘ t| ;5\ ¥ ')\,q -y .v'l? ?‘ 70

] r {
& . 1 ¥ o] \ : - B
\_, & - &
&} y ’,u‘ g 2 ‘.» R
3 1 4 f
e ‘ ks }




St. Mary School

1158 Bont Lane * Walnut Creek, CA 94596 ¢ Tel. (925) 935-5054 « Fax (925) 935-5063
wWwWw.st-mary.net

St. Mary of Immaculate Conception School
2010-2011 Annual Fund Campaign

Yes, | would like to participate in the 2010-2011 St. Mary of the Immaculate
Conception School Annual Fund Campaign.

| would like to pledge a one-time contribution of S in order to fund
the Model Classroom Initiative at St. Mary School. | will deliver my contribution by
, 2010.

__ l'would like to pledge a monthly contribution of $ each month
during the school year in order to fund the Model Classroom Initiative at St. Mary
School. | will send the school a monthly contribution in each of the next ten months
beginning in September of 2010.

Name:
Address: Email
Signature: Date:

St. Mary of Immaculate Conception School
1158 Bont Lane.Walnut Creek, California . . o
Fully accredited by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges and the Western Catholic Educational Association
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